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5th Sunday of Easter- B 2015 

Acts 9: 26-31 

1 John 3: 18-24 
John 15: 1-8 

 

“You remain in me; I remain in you.” 

 

“Remain in” …is mentioned 6 times in these 8 short verses of our Gospel.   
Other English translations render the Greek as “abide in”.   

That might help round out our understanding of the original intent. 

 

Jesus used the metaphor of the grapevine to demonstrate how we relate, how we remain 

in him and with the Father.   
 

Folks in Manhattan may be very familiar with the end results of grape growing, but I 

doubt there are many who would be familiar with what goes on with growing the grape.   

Our friends from Van Buren County, one of our state’s most productive grape growing 

regions, may be very familiar with what it takes to nurture the grapevine.   
Our grapevine image demonstrates that our relationship with God is organic.   

It is living, growing and dependent. 

 

Having raised 5 children with my wife, Jan, I must confess that I know more about 
growing kids than I know about growing grapes.   

And as we explore what “remain in” means, I offer the image of a pregnant mother to 

help us understand our living, growing and dependent relationship with God. 

 

God designed us so that, in the love of a woman and a man, we cooperate with his love in 

bringing forth new souls into this world destined for eternity.   

This reflects the love of the Father, the Son and the Spirit who brings forth the cosmos 

from before all time into eternity. 

 

Our Scripture’s most profound revelations about our relationship with God use the 
images of the love between a woman and man or the love between parent and child. 

 

Think of how you love the one most intimate to you.   

Think of the love you have for your parent or your child.   

Take that into your heart and imagine God’s love exceeding even that.   
That is a good and appropriate image as we’re entering the season when we celebrate 

Mother’s Day and Father’s Day in America. 

 

Despite all that has gone awry in our country, it is a good in America.   

Our culture has a “can do” attitude that leaves us mysteriously optimistic in the face of 
adversity.   

We are inspired by a history of rugged individualism where we are not limited by one’s 

birth status even as we deal with a history of racism and sexism.   

We still hope for future success based on personal merit.   

Rugged individualism suggests that as long as we are still fighting, we can win the day.   
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But we can and do take this idea of rugged individualism too far.   

When some of us succeed either professionally or economically, we may feel that it was 
due to our own efforts.   

We sometimes forget that we started completely dependent on our pregnant mother.   

We forget the guiding hand of the father-figure in our lives.   

We forget the support of family, friends, teachers and mentors.   

 
We can see the same in today’s reading about Paul back in Jerusalem.   

 

Historians say that modern Christianity exists because of Paul taking the Gospel to the 

Gentiles.   

I, too, hold Paul in the highest esteem as I took his name at confirmation.   
This is all to say that Paul is pretty big stuff.   

But in today’s story, the folks in Jerusalem thought that he was a spy.   

They knew him as being complicit in the stoning death of the deacon, Stephen.   

We’re sensitive around here about stoning deacons.   

 
In the end it was someone else, not Paul, who convinced the Jerusalem Christians that 

Paul indeed had witnessed the resurrected Christ, that Paul, who was a persecutor, was 

now a proclaimer of the Gospel.   

It was Barnabas who brought Paul into the Christian community of Jerusalem.   
Paul did not do this by himself.   

Although empowered by God’s grace, he was still dependent on others for his mission. 

 

There was a saying popularized in the previous century, “It takes a village to raise a 

child.”  While true, I want to take that statement a bit further. You, as an individual, are a 

community of those others, a thousand others.  What part of you, your soul or character 

has not been touched and influenced, for better or worse, by others? 

God loves you so much that he provided you with those thousand persons and invited you 

into their midst.   

They are Church.   
They are the Body of Christ in whom you remain, in whom you abide. 

 

We, here today, may be experiencing that in different ways.   

Many of us are well fed and enjoying the company of loved ones.   

Some suffer from the financial crisis, some from disease, and some from broken 
relationships.   

During our lifetimes we all experience joy and suffering. 

 

As long as we remain in the one who is eternal, as long as we abide in each other, we can 

experience our joy more completely—we can embrace hope in our suffering more 
deeply. 

 

I have some homework for you.   

When I was in formation for the diaconate I was asked to write a spiritual autobiography.  

This was to be an autobiography reflecting on God’s movement in my life. 
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I ask that you entertain an autobiography reflecting on those who tended your vine—who 

had a share in you being who you are today.   
You may have to set aside some time to do this.   

If you are in a place of suffering, you may find hope.   

If you are in a place of joy, you may find gratitude.   

I dare say that in either case, you may find God. 

 
I only have one suggestion for your homework:  how about starting… with Mom and Dad?  


